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DATE
Clark Desing, Operations Support Group, AJV-W2

Western Service Area, Air Traffic Organization

Federal Aviation Administration

1601 Lind Avenue, SW

Renton, WA 98057
Subject:   Proposed LGB Airspace Change to Class C Designation

Dear Mr. Desing:
As a _____ year resident of ______, California, I am writing to express my concern regarding the FAA’s Proposed Long Beach Airport Airspace Change to Class C Designation.  While passenger safety is of the upmost importance, I request that the FAA consider all of the potential impacts that may result from the proposed change.  If the FAA proceeds to establish the proposed rulemaking change, it will likely result in unintended consequences that include:

1) An increase in air flight safety risks for pilots, passengers and innocent residents on the ground.  Example: It is my understanding that flight instructional aircraft from schools based at Hawthorne Airport, Compton Airport and Zamperini Field (Torrance) would move from the LA/Long Beach harbor “practice and instructional area” (a major portion of which would become restrictive Class C airspace) to the entire Palos Verdes coastline.  This would likely result in a compression of instructional flights along the Palos Verdes coastline, potentially impacting the safety of pilots and passengers.
2) An increased workload for FAA traffic controllers, possibly impairing passenger flight safety. It is my understanding that the FAA has no intention of increasing the staffing of air traffic controllers in conjunction with the proposed airspace change.  A greater number of general aviation aircraft will be tracked in the proposed Class C airspace by the same number of air traffic controllers who manage passenger flights throughout the entire southern California region.
3) Possible environmental impacts, including an increase of aircraft noise and air pollution, especially along the South Bay coastline.  It is my understanding that the FAA has not conducted an environmental review to determine the impacts that would result from the airspace change.  I request that the FAA conduct an environmental review prior to further consideration of the proposed airspace change.

As you may already know, the residents of the Palos Verdes Peninsula have worked effectively with the FAA in the past to reach a balance of air safety and quality of life.  I encourage the FAA to work with our City staff to find the right air safety solution.  I respectfully request that you consider my comments prior to making any decision of rulemaking regarding the proposed airspace change.
Sincerely,

Cc:
City Manager, City of ______________

William C. Withycombe


Western-Pacific Region Regional Administrator

Federal Aviation Administration

P.O. Box 92007

Los Angeles, CA 90009-2007

